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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 TEL AV 10301 07171 IZ 
ACTION HA-05 

INEO OCT-01 NEA-10 10-13 ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-05 
H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 
SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 SSM-03 /078 W 

081498 080440Z/75 

R071318Z DEC 77 
EM AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9788 
INEO USMISSION GENEVA 
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 

CONEIDENTIAL TEL AVIV 10301 

E.0.11652: GDS 
TAGS: SHUM, ICRC, IS 

SUBJ: ISRAELI COMMUNIQUE ON ICRC ACCESS TO SECURITY DETAINEES 
REF: TEL AVIV 9931 
BEGIN UNCLASSIEIED 

1. THE GOI PRESS OFEICE ON DECEMBER 6 PUBLISHED THE 
EOLLOWING COMMUNIQUE ON THE SUBJECT OE ICRC ACCESS TO SECURITY 
DETAINEES IN THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: ISRAEL RECENTLY INFORMED THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS OF SUBSTANTIAL EXTENSION OE 
THE ARRANGEMENTS FOR VISITS BY ICRC DELEGATES TO SECURITY 
DETAINEES IN THE TERRITORIES. ACCORDING TO THE NEW 
ARRANGEMENTS, THE MILITARY GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES WILL 
NOTIFY THE ICRC OE THE ARREST OE SECURITY DETAINEES 
WITHIN EOURTEEN DAYS OE THE ARREST AND AN ICRC DELEGATE 
WILL BE ENTITLED TO VISIT WITHOUT WITNESSES EVERY SUCH 
DETAINEE WITHIN THAT PERIOD IN ORDER TO ASCERTAIN 

THE DETAINEE’S HEALTH. ALTER THE VISIT, IF THE 
ICRC DELEGATE SO REQUESTS, THE DETAINEE MAY PROMPTLY 
BE EXAMINED WITHOUT WITNESSES, BY A RED CROSS PHYSICIAN. 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE02 TEL AV 10301 07171 IZ 

AGREEMENT HAS BEEN REACHED AS TO VISITS IN SPECIAL CIR- 
CU OLJE BEX # 

MTHIN LESS THAN FOURTEEN DAYS EROM ARREST. 

END TEXT..END UNCLASSIEIED. 
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3. COMMENT: THE COMMUNIQUE IS A BIT AMBIGUOUS. THE 
SECOND SENTENCE SPEAKS OE THE ICRC'S RIGHT TO VISIT 
EVERY DETAINEE "WITHIN THAT PERIOD" (OF FOURTEEN DAYS), 
BUT THE FOURTH SENTENCE SPEAKS OF VISITS "IN SPECIAL 
CIRCUMSTANCES WITHIN LESS THAN FOURTEEN DAYS." AN 
ICRC CONTACT TOLD US DECEMBER 7 THAT THEY EXPECT IN 
MOST CASES TO BE ENTITLED TO VISIT DETAINEES ON THE 
FOURTEENTH DAY (AND/OR ANY TIME THEREAFTER). HE ADDED 
THAT THE PRACTICAL MEANING OF "SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES" 
IS SOMETHING THAT WILL BECOME CLEARER AS THE NEW 
AGREEMENT IS IMPLEMENTED IN THE MONTHS AHEAD. 

LEWIS 
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